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The Village Panchayat Fournal.

VOL. V] JUNE. 1942. (No. 3.

The Editorial Commuttee do not hold themselves responsible ror views
expressed by contributors.  Contributors ure requested to write iegibly
and on one side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be returned ui-
less stamps are sent to cover postage. Matier intended for the issue of
any particular month showld reach the Committee bejore the 15th of
the previous month. .

The Panchayat Bill Committee and its recommendations.

To judge from Press Reports, the Panchayat Bill Committee
appear to have gone through their business in a fair manner. They
seem to have made recommendations worthy of the cause. They
desire that Adult Franchise should be the basis for future elections
to the Panchayats. Thisis as it should be. Every adult villager
has the fullest interest in the affairs of his village as any aotion
taken on his behalf affects him as much as it affects every other.
The village Panchayat election is really the election in which every
citizen learns the first lessons in political life. To deny the right
to vote in such an election is to deny citizenship itself. It is high
time that this fundamental right is conceded without demur. There
shall be no more political serfdom. True to the spirit of Indian
tradition, the Committee appears to have urged that there should be
compulsory formation of Panchayats in all villages the objective to
be achieved within five years. We have too far advanced to delay
universal formation of Panchayats. To talk of democratic forms of
Government without forming the units thereof is like building
palaces on sands. Be it remembered that it isin the practical life
of the village that the angularities of our population have to be
rubbed and the nation shaped for a full life. Discussions by top men
are, at best, idle speculation aslong aslife in the village remains un.
developed and the mass of our masters have no mind which may be
interpreted by the so called representatives. It is well that the
Committee have eqgually realised the need for Joint Committees.
They have recommended formation thereof. To us it is not clear,
from the press, whether Joint Committees are sought to be enforced
or whether they should be left to be formed at the will and pleasure
of the Panchayats concerned. We have all along urged that there
should be no delay in the universal application of the Joint Com-
mittee principle as of the Panchayat principle. To our mind, the
two are inseparable parts of the same life. The individual Panchayat
is generally for a single village—~either revenue or declared. To
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leave Panchayat life at that has twodirect disadvantages. There are
a very large number of amenities which a single village Panchayat
cannot arrange. Medical aid, intervillage communication, higher
educational facilities are a few instances. When Panchayats are
being formed all over, it is meaningless to ask another adminis-
trative institution to come into the area and carry on higher and
larger aspects of the activities primarily allocated to Panchayats.
More than this grave disadvantage, no village should be left to feel
as a separate entity standing aloof from other groups in the country.
At the very threshold of national life the population should culti-
vate a co-operative spirit in regard to its local groups. A Joint
Committee of Panchayats admirably serves this purpose. The
Panchayat Bill Committee seem also to have suggested that elemen.
tary education should be taken out of the hands of the District
Board and the Panchayat put in possession thereof. The funds
allotted to the Panchayat for tbis purpose should be based on the
average of the expenditure incurred by the District Boatd during
the last three years. There should be no difficulty in this matter at
all ; for, the testimony of the first Registrars General of the Pancha.
yats is there on record that the Panchayats were most successful in
the management of their Elementary Schools and Mr. Rutherford
was one of those Registrars General. At this stage. may we add
that Adult Education should be a charge on the Panchayats; for,
admittedly, without it, neither the franchise nor children's edu.
cation will have its full value for the villager. We are told that in
regard to powers of {axation the Committee has decided to recom-
mend that the Panchayats should be empowered to levy house tax
and vehicle tax compulsorily.. A house in a village is,
of cages, the hut of the poor tilling or labouring villager.
the levy of a few annas in terms of King's money is an unbearable
burden. Therefore, there should be an aption to the poor man to
pay up his tax by labour and spare himself
to keep himself going, We earnestly plea
be carefully considered by the Governme
orders as to the provisions of the Bill.

in a majority
To him, even

the little monetary gain
14 that this aspoct should
nt before they pass final

these pages, we have in Mr. Rutherford a ve
trator and we do hope that he will be able,

ar stood on the

Ty sympathetic adminis.
with the assistance of the

c ) side of progress, to formulate
& progressive act and get His Excellency the Gavernor's consent to

it without delay. If, in the midst of the other absorbing interests
of the day, he should achieve this purpose of fundamental import-
ance, he is sure to be remembered gratefully by generations as the
friend of our masses in rural areas and their future development.
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